
Ear l ier  th is  year ,  researchers ,  pract i t ioners ,  and funders represent ing two dozen
organizat ions gathered in New Haven,  CT for  a fu l l-day summit  to construct a v is ion
for  the future of social  and emotional  learning science,  pract ice,  and pol icy.   
 
Hosted by The Educat ion Col laboratory at  Yale,  the Science Summit  had three
object ives:  

The day was organized around the guiding quest ion:  How can we advance the
science of learning and social  and emotional development in a polarized
socio-polit ical  landscape?  Through careful ly  faci l i tated discourse,  essent ia l  next
steps were ident i f ied in research,  pract ice,  and pol icy.  In  th is  br ief ,  we share the
f indings f rom the day and offer  a col lect ive act ionable agenda for  the f ie ld.   
 
Dr .  Chr ist ina Cipr iano,  Director  of  the Educat ion Col laboratory at  Yale,  presented
a l ightning talk  of  the latest  science,  fo l lowed by faci l i tat ing a dialogue with
part ic ipants shar ing ins ights f rom their  work at  the intersect ion of social  and
emotional  learning science,  pract ice,  and pol icy.  Their  share-outs served as a
spr ingboard to prompt indiv idual  ref lect ion,  dialogue,  and brainstorming.
 
Over the course of the Science Summit ,  padlets ,  or  v i r tual  post  boards,  were used
to capture part ic ipants ’  thoughts and discuss ions.  The afternoon transi t ioned to a
two-year mapping of the future of SEL research and development and community
dialogue on another big quest ion:  What wil l  i t  take to get there?  Part ic ipants
contemplated and mapped goals  based on a strategic t imel ine.  The day concluded
with a faci l i tated community  discuss ion of key takeaways,  whi le an art ist  sketched
the conversat ion l ive for  the part ic ipants.
 
The fol lowing recommendations summarize and synthesize takeaways f rom the
act iv i t ies descr ibed above and ref lect many conversat ions throughout the day.
These recommendations can guide planning,  decis ion-making,  and ongoing efforts
in the rapidly  evolv ing area of social  and emotional  learning in schools .

What will it take to advance the science of
learning and social and emotional development

research, practice, and policy?
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Part ic ipants wi l l  engage in dialogue about how to advance the science
of learning and social  and emotional  development research,  pract ice,
and pol icy.

Part ic ipants wi l l  make connect ions across the f ie ld to forge
col laborat ive research partnerships and generate innovat ive research
pract ices.

Part ic ipants wi l l  ident i fy  key pr ior i t ies and act ion steps to move the f ie ld
forward.



Expand the Ecosystem o f Stakeholder s

Combat Misinformat ion and Expand Educat i on

Engage Stakeholder s in Creat i ve Ways

Prior i t ize Susta inabili ty and Provide Adequate Suppor t

 Include Communi t ies – fr om Parents to Policymaker s

Inv i te a diverse range of stakeholders with vary ing backgrounds,  pol i t ical  v iews,  and
pr ior i t ies into strategic conversat ion about social  and emotional  learning.  This
includes parents ,  community  leaders ,  and pol icymakers ,  in  addit ion to teachers and
researchers.  L istening to and learning from a broader spectrum of v iews and opinions
wi l l  enr ich understanding and implementat ion.  Given the current pol i t ical  c l imate
born f rom mis information,  promoting v iewpoint  divers i ty  is  especial ly  important for
maintain ing a balanced and inclus ive perspect ive.  Results  f rom a recent study by
McCarthy and col leagues suggest that research evidence current ly  lacks access ibi l i ty
for  pol icy makers ,  educat ional  leaders ,  and pract i t ioners ,  and that the evidence that
is  avai lable is  l imited in how i t  can be trans lated to and used in pract ice.

To counteract mis information,  emphasize i ts  scient i f ic foundation.  Emphasiz ing
science and i ts  ro le in teaching,  learning,  and development can promote a broader
understanding,  dispel  myths about social  and emotional  learning scope and intent ion,
and provide stakeholders with accurate talk ing points .  Other ways to expand
education and information include integrat ing courses into teacher preparat ion
programs,  and developing an access ible,  user-fr iendly  repository of  r igorous
educat ion research to support  th is  effort .  ImprovingStudentOutcomes.org is  one such
example of a repository of  ev idence designed with stakeholder engagement in mind.

Ut i l ize a var iety of  mediums,  including v ideos,  b logs,  and social  media platforms
(e.g. ,  T ikTok) ,  to disseminate information and educat ion.  These channels  offer  greater
access ibi l i ty  and can reach a broader audience compared to t radit ional
communicat ion methods l ike academic journals  and white papers.  Launch social
media campaigns and produce digest ib le research br iefs—such as short  v ideos,  op-
eds,  podcasts ,  and infographics—that t rans late scient i f ic f indings into pract ical
information.  This  approach wi l l  help educate and engage educators and pol icymakers
more effect ively .

Provide educators and others implement ing approaches with the f inancial ,  personnel ,
logist ical ,  and profess ional  development support  to successful ly  adopt and
implement in their  sett ings.  In  addit ion to sustained funding,  th is  may include
administ rator  buy- in and support ,  invest ing in ongoing profess ional  development that
is  responsive to educator quest ions and needs,  and t ime set as ide for  implementat ion
and col laborat ive learning and shar ing (e.g. ,  Communit ies of  Pract ice) .  For  example,
establ ish a mentorship network where exper ienced pract i t ioners can guide new
adopters ,  foster ing a culture of shared learning.
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Invest  in  re lat ionship bui ld ing by engaging communit ies to ident i fy  pr ior i t ies and
understand the values,  needs,  and quest ions of  local  stakeholders.  Involve parents
and community  leaders in in i t iat ives to ensure a comprehensive and inclus ive
approach.  L istening to and learning from the community  are essent ia l  for  the
successful  implementat ion and acceptance. This  process in and of i tself  is  a
manifestat ion of social  and emotional  learning,  and by committ ing to t rue
col laborat ion with community  at  the onset of  implementat ion.  Include the expert ise
of educators and consider convening regional  roundtables with diverse stakeholders
to faci l i tate knowledge shar ing and strategize with pol icymakers to ensure a shared
defin i t ions and intent ions.
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